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Accordingly many men of old of a thoughtful
spirit, who had no revelation to guide them, were
led to believe that death is not what it appears to
be, a termination of man's existence, but that there
is a state beyond in which he continues to exist.
Such a state beyond death might leave room for a
continuation of progress here so rudely interrupted,
and also furnish opportunity for the requital of a
man according to what he had done. If, however,
the body were essential to man's being, as that goes
to corruption, he must come to an end. Man was
accordingly supposed to consist of two parts, the
body and the soul, the latter being that to which
thought and consciousness belonged; and at death
the union was looked on as dissolved, and the soul
set free to enter on a new mode of existence.

But is there any evidence, save the solution or
rather possible solution which the supposition affords
of certain difficulties which lie in the path of natural
theology, that there is anything about man which sur-
vives the stroke of death ? When I ask, "Is there any
evidence ?" I mean, of course, apart from revelation.

Some have endeavoured to establish the separate
existence of the soul and its immortality by meta-
physical arguments founded on the supposed nature
of the soul itself. I suppose arguments of that kind
appear differently to different men ; for my own
part I can only say that I have never seen any that,